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what materialistic morality; if inferior at many points to the
abstract, authoritative, and ineffective idealism of the times,
it at least is practicable ana ^ar superior to the actual state
of affairs.
The adequate preparation for such a life is found in the
study of philosophy, which should teach us not what to think,
but how to live. "The true philosophers, if they were great
in knowledge, were yet much greater in action." By a study
of their example and their words "a man shall learn what it
is to know, and what it is to be ignorant; what ought to be
the end and the design of study ; what valor, temperance, and
justice are; what difference there is between ambition and
avarice, bondage and freedom, license and liberty; by what
token a man may know true and solid content; to what extent
one may fear and apprehend death, pain, or disgrace." Such
further studies as are needed can be selected by the same
principle. " Among the liberal studies let us begin with those
which make us free; not that they do not all serve in some
measure to the instruction and rise of life, as do all other
things, but let us make a choice of those which directly and
professedly serve to that end." Herein is stated the principle
that is coming to be accepted in modern times. In a story
from the Greeks, which Montaigne quoted, the same principle
is expressed even more trenchantly: " Agesilaus was once
asked what he thought most proper for boys: to learn?
'What they ought to do when men/ was the "reply." ' The
traditional studies are not to be neglected. But their impor-
" tance is secondary and depends much upon the method.
" After having taught your pupil what will make him wise
and good, you may then teach him the elements of logic,
physics, geometry, and rhetoric. After training, he will
quickly make his own that science which best pleases him."
The principles of method enunciated follow as corollaries
from the general conception given. Knowledge is to be
assimilated, action to be imitated, ideas are to be realized in